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German air attacks especially took them by surprise
when the enemy first broke through on the Meuse.
At first even my Chasseurs were disconcerted when the
German bombers came over. They go round in a
circle, as if dancing a quadrille; a 'plane dives to within
a few feet of the troops, bombs, and rejoins the circle,
to be followed by the next and so on, often for half
an hour, keeping perfect formation. Even when they
have exhausted their bombs, they go on diving at the
troops. But they are gradually abandoning the method,
as they find it too costly. Our Chasseurs, with their
ordinary automatic rifles, have shot down twenty in
the last ten days. Once the men at the side of the
diving "planes realized that they could stand or kneel
to fire, without being at the 'plane's mercy, they began
shooting them down like rabbits."
I asked General Buisson the question that was being
asked by everyone at the time: why had it not been
possible to stop the mechanized troops, considering how
rapidly and how far the enemy were advancing from
their bases; and why had it not been possible to cut
the columns ? His answer was in substance as follows.
The columns had been cut repeatedly, but that did not
prevent more troops arriving ; those tanks and armoured
cars which had got through, travelling often at an
average speed of 20 miles an hour, had done considerable
damage before they were destroyed. The problem was
therefore to stop the advance as a whole. In 1917 the
Allies had been confronted by the same problem. It
was found to be useless to throw one division after